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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church    Christmas Eve   December 24, 2024 
 

PRELUDE   
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast 
love is everlasting. 
C Amen.   
 

God-with-us, 
C we confess that we have turned away those 
seeking shelter, claiming there is no room when we 
have plenty.  We have made power and wealth our 
idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a 
manger.  Turn us from our ways to your ways.  Grant 
us the grace to begin again.  Free us from all that 
keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus 
Christ, who gives himself for us. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice!  You are God’s 

chosen ones, holy and beloved, ☩ forgiven in Christ, 
and freed to respond in joy. 
C Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN     LBW 45  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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GREETING 
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with 
the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on 
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and 
in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C Amen 

“Christ Be Our Light” 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

 

Congregation Sings (Verse 5): 
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Hope for Those Who Are Willing (responsive litany) 
 

P Our Savior’s birth is celebrated with bold faith. 
C May our hearts be willing.  
 

P Like Mary, who showed humble surrender: 
C May our hearts be willing.  
 

P Like Joseph, who exhibited unconditional trust: 
C May our hearts be willing. 
  

P Like the shepherds, who displayed awestruck 
wonder: 
C May our hearts be willing.  
 

P Like the angels, who sang glorious praise: 
C May our hearts be willing.  
 

P For all who are willing to receive the gift of the 
Savior born in Bethlehem: 

C Grant that we might have the peace of Christ 
as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 
grace of Christ as we speak.  

 

Tonight, we light all the candles. The first candle is 
the hope shining for those worn thin by times of 
waiting.  The second candle is the hope shining for 
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those worn down with wearied souls.  The third 
candle captures the hopeful expectation of those 
eagerly watching for God’s glory in our day. The 
fourth candle is the hope of a new tomorrow shining 
for those seeking freedom from the wounds of this 
world.  Tonight, we light the Christ candle.  This 
candle radiates the hope of Jesus Christ to all who are 
willing to receive it.  
 

Congregation Sings: 

 
 

C Christ, Be Our Light (Sing) 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 

God of mercy and compassion, scripture says that if 
we draw near to you, you will draw near to us.  In a 
shadowy world where human weakness and 
weariness reside, we ask for you to draw near and 
dispel the darkness around us.  May the light of this 
season illuminate our hope, strength, and steadfast 
endurace as we await the coming Savior.  We pray 
this in the name of Christ our Lord.    
C Amen. 
 
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined.  3You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian.  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
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and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He 
will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:   Psalm 96 
 

(Refrain: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad.) 
 

1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 
earth. 
 

C  2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;  
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 

3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s 
wonders among all peoples. 
 

C  4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,  
more to be feared than all gods.   (Refrain) 
 

5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
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C 6Majesty and magnificence are in your 
presence;  power and splendor are in your 
sanctuary. 
 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,  
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 

C  8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy 
name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the 
LORD.   (Refrain) 
 

9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble 
before the LORD, all the earth. 
 

C  10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is 
king!  The one who made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved will judge the peoples with 
equity.” 
 

11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be 
joyful and all that is therein.  
 

C  12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for 
joy at your coming, O LORD, for you come to judge 
the earth. 
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13You will judge the world with righteousness and the 
peoples with your truth.  
 

C  (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad.) 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait 
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it 
is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 
 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.  8 In that region 
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a 
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Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!”  [15 When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them.]  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GOSPEL RESPONSE      “Joy to the World”  (vs. 1-3) 
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SERMON   Pastor Timothy Holt 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    

LBW 71  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our 
prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 
 
Angels sing with praise, and shepherds run with 
haste. As we glorify and praise you in this place, send 
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us into the world, proclaiming the salvation you have 
revealed this night. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
The nations declare your glory. Uphold the leaders of 
the earth with your justice and righteousness. Break 
the rod of the oppressor in every land, and bring 
peace where there is conflict. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
The holy family finds shelter around the animals’ 
manger. Draw near to persons experiencing 
homelessness, those who are alone this holiday 
season, and all for whom this world makes no room. 
Wrap all your children in bands of love and mercy. 
God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. 
Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or need 
this night. (We pray especially for Rick Bauer, 
Courtney Hagedorn-Drew, Harold Hembree, Mary Ann 
Jerger, Tammy Kieffner, Chad Knies, Zach Leinenbach, 
Candy Lewis, Judy Lorey, Eryn Mann, Zander Mann, 
Mark Matthews, Justin Mehling, Matt Mehling, Logan 
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Musgrave, Bryar Rahman, Jami Roelle, Steve 
Rothgerber, Annette Schepers, Sandy Schnaus, Donnie 
Schwenk, Kaine Seitz, Larry Sendelweck, Annie Voelkel, 
Anderson Vonderheide, Ron Wiseman and all those we 
name before you either silently or aloud.)  Bring 
comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss 
makes the Christmas season especially difficult. God 
of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin 
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel and Cooper Uebelhor.)  God 
of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
The heavenly host praises you. With thanksgiving for 
Mary, Joseph, and all your saints, sustain us in the 
blessed hope revealed this night. Fashion us by their 
example into a people zealous for good deeds, 
sharing your love and mercy with all. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
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We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting 
your grace made known to all, through the Word 
made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY      “Breath of Heaven”  

       Soloist Alli Betz      
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 
C Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and 
send springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and 
make us messengers of your mercy and love for 
all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received 
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing. As you approach the 
communion assistant, the first will hand you the bread.  
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Take and eat it.  Then take a communion cup from the 
nearby tray.  After you have taken the wine, place your 
empty cup in the tray table beside the pillar. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
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hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 
HANDBELLS       “Christmas Night”    
    “Christmas Bell Suite” 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

LBW 60 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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LBW 67 “Away in a Manger” 
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LBW 54    “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
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LBW 56    “The First Noel” 
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LBW 69    “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” 

 
 

 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
C We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God 
with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.  As we 
have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to 
share your love with all the world.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the 
Word made flesh.  
C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES  Organist 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

Arise, shine for the Light has come, 
C And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 

The light shines in the darkness 
C And the darkness has not overcome it 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN       
 

Silent Night, Holy Night! 
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

 

GERMAN  
  Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 
  Alles schläft, einsam wacht 
  nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 
  Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 
  schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 
  schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
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ENGLISH 
1  Silent night, holy night! 
  All is calm, all is bright 
  round yon virgin mother and child. 
  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
  sleep in heavenly peace, 
  sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2  Silent night, holy night! 
  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born 
 

3  Silent night, holy night! 
  Son of God, love’s pure light 
  radiant beams from your holy face, 
  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
  Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

 

(After Silent Night, please blow out the candles.) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Glory to God in the highest! 
C Peace to God’s people on earth! 
 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 

Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 

Greeters:  Gene & Kathy Eisenhut 
Comm. Asst:  John Potts 
Video: JoAn Breitwieser 
Organist: Arlene Vonderheide 
Lay Reader: Terry Seitz 
Acolytes:  Kole Kalb & Ryder Freyberger 

Audio:  Doug Wiseman 
 

 
 
 

Calendar 
 

 
Dec. 25th  9:00 AM  Christmas Day Service @ St. Paul’s 
Dec. 29th  9:00 AM  Sunday Worship Service 
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Rosie Hoffman In Memory of Roger Hoffman 

Alice June Harker In Memory of Loved Ones 

Don & Nancy Freyberger In Memory of Loved Ones 

Glenn & Marie Neukam In Memory of Loved Ones 

Larry & Wanda Krodel In Memory of Loved Ones 

Jason & Julia Stentfenagel In Memory of Loved Ones 

Gene & Rhonda Nigg In Memory of Loved Ones 

Mary Bauer and Family In Memory of Loved Ones 

Cheryl Hauser In Memory of David Hauser and Loved 
Ones 

John & Judy Wessel In Memory of Loved Ones 
Pat Opel In Memory of Loved Ones 

Terry Seitz & Deena Lewis In Memory of Ann, Alex, 
and Loved Ones 
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Marvin Eisenhut and Family In Memory of Loved 

Ones 

Don & Arlene Vonderheide and Family In Memory of 
Loved Ones 

Linda Mason In Memory of Loved Ones 

Joe & Marilyn Shelton In Memory of Loved Ones 

Sue Striegel and Family In Memory of Loved Ones 

Deidra Church In Memory of Doug Church and Loved 
Ones 

Wilma Hoffman and Family In Memory of Fred 
Hoffman and Loved Ones 

Herb & Kathy Jarboe In Memory of Loved Ones 
Wilma Buchta In Memory of Robert Buchta and 

Loved Ones 
Melanie Freyberger and Family In Memory of Denny 

and Loved Ones 
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ST. PAUL’S  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

We appreciate having so many poinsettias to help 
beautify the sanctuary during this Christmas 
season.  They can be taken with you any time after the 
Christmas Eve service. 
 

 

The Thank Offerings collected, $359.00, and were 
sent to the ELCA Synodical Women’s Organization. 
Thank you from WELCA!    
 

 
 

 
DO YOU HAVE A STUDENT WHO HEADED OFF TO 
COLLEGE???  We would appreciate if you would let us 
know their new address so we can send them the 
monthly newsletter.  The Evangelism Committee also 
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periodically   sends out greeting cards and care 
packages.  Please call the office with the address or 
email it to Marcie Rumfelt at  
secretaryst.paul@frontier.com 
 
 

CEMETERY DUES REMINDER:  Active members, 
desiring burial rights, are required to pay cemetery 
dues of a minimum of $20 per family.  This includes 
all members in immediate family, including non-
member spouses, and children under the age of 
eighteen.  Every member over eighteen years of age 
shall be required to pay the minimum cemetery dues 
as an individual.   No additional charge for gravesites 
shall be made to members of St. Paul’s whose dues 
are current.   
 

 

2025 offering envelopes are available to pick-up.  
There is a table set-up in the welcome area.  If you cannot 
find a box with your name, please advise Marcie Rumfelt 
in the church office at (812)695-3061 or email at: 
secretaryst.paul@frontier.com Please remember 
envelope numbers can change from year to year, so 
these should only be used starting in January 2025. 
 

mailto:secretaryst.paul@frontier.com
mailto:secretaryst.paul@frontier.com
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THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS:  Anyone wishing to 
donate his/her Thrivent Choice Dollars to the Sacred 
Places Grant fundraising needs to bring a copy of the 
contribution made in your name to the treasurer.  This 
can be printed from your account page on their 
website.  If you need help or have questions, please let a 
council member know.  Unless you let the council know 
you want the Choice Dollars to go to a specific group 
within the church, it automatically goes into the general 
fund. 
 

 

In Service to Our Country 
 

Austin Breitwieser  Redzikowo, Poland 
AMC Luke Himsel          Virginia Beach, VA  
Cooper Uebelhor  Colorado Springs, CO 
 

 
 
 

https://www.airpac.navy.mil/Organization/USS-Theodore-Roosevelt-CVN-71/
https://www.airpac.navy.mil/Organization/USS-Theodore-Roosevelt-CVN-71/
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During the month of December, the LYO will be collecting supplies and wish list items for 
the Ronald McDonald House in Evansville. A box will be located in the Welcome Center to 
collect the donated items. Members of the LYO will deliver supplies to the Ronald McDonald 
House after the first of the year. Thanks in advance for your generosity! 
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